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VOL. XII sit itt 2 Ears Se ee NO. 4 
Informetion Division Munitions Building, 
Air Corps _ March 15, 1928 Washington, D. C. 





The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on 
aeronautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard end others connected with aviation. 

---000--- 


AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC PROJECTS FOR U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 


Two independent aerial curvey detachments were orgenized last summer, in 
conformity with a request of the Secrotary of the Interior, for the accomplish- 
ment of certain U.S. Geological Survey vorojects. An official report was recent- 
ly submitted to the Chief of Air Corps covering the acti ities of these two de- 
tachments, from which it is noted that a total area of 11,870 square miles was 
photograohed 

Aerial Svrvey Detachment No. 1 operated between August 1 and November 12, 
1927. Lieut. 2K. Baisley was in command of the Detachment until September 23d, 
when he was rciieved by Lieut. A.Y. Smith. The photographer with this Detachment 
PeckhicaLasstsrangostAmur Stolte, 21st Photo Section, being an airplane mechanic 
also, performed the duties of crew chief. The work of the Detachment during the 
above mentioned period consisted of taking tri-lens photographs for the use of 
the U.S. Geological Survey in preparing maps. The territory photographed com- 
prised 1800 s:,uare miles in Northern laine, 2300 square miles in Western Maine, 
1500 square miles in Northern New Hampshire and 1900 square miles in Northern 
Vermont, a total of 7,500 square miles. 

The requirements of the U.S. Geo:ogical Survey were that the above areas 
be photographed with the Bagley Tri-I-ns camera to a scale of approximately 
1/20,000, with an overlap of 60% in the line of flight and 50% side overlap on 
parallel lines of flight, with the camera crabbed* about 15 degrees from the 
line of flignit. Instructions were later received to increase the side overlap 
of 60% in New Hampshire and Vermont on account of the momtainous nature of 
the country. 

In the nine project. August 5 to September 15, a snooth, well drained 
field, located Be wiles west of the town of Ven Buren, Maine, was used as the 
base of operntions. A nusber of rock piles proved to te the only bad feature 

f this fiel:, sasppiniag ret cece in lending and taking off. The renort states 
that the weather conditions in Maine were siightly above average, there being 
four days during which two rolls of film werc exposed. Ina nenguang,: subsequent- 
ly given, it appears that during the 42 deys the Dotachment was on duty at the 
base of operations in Maine it rained exactly half the time - 21 days. Aside 
from the fovr cloviless deys, there wore five days which vere cloudless for 
three hours or more between 7:00 A.M. and 5:90 P.if., and twelve days during 
which it was cloud; all ¢ay. 

Lancaster, N.i., was used as the base o* operations in New Hampshire and 
Vermont. The landing field is located two miles north of Lancaster and adjoirms 
the north side of the fai- a It is 1600 feet long east and west but 
only 120 feet wide. High es at the east end prohibit taking off in that 
direction, but the vreva chien wind is from the west. This field has not been 
cultivated for some time and has a good surface save for old furrows which 
sometimes hold water. 

The weather conditions in New Hempshire were below average, not a single 
day being encountered which was completely free of clouds. Additional diffi- 
culty was caused by the muntainous terrain. Vertical air currents were en- 
countered at altitudes as great as 1300 feet, and occasionally they were of 
greater velocity than the maximum rate of climb of the eirplane. During the 
month of October the low angle of the sun in conjunction with the height of 
the mountains ceused some areas to be shaded even during mid-day. In the 43 
days which were consumed in this project (September 25 - November 6) only five 
days were cloudless for some three hours between 7:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. During 
the remaining 38 deys, 8 were rainy ani 30 were entirely cloudy. - 

*To compensate for cross winds the airplane is headed at a certain angle 
away from the true course of flight, the cemera, however, being pointed in the 
true direction. 
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In the Maine nroject 13 successful flights were made for a total flying 
time of 33 hours and 25 minutes. Two flights, totalling an hour and 2 minutes, 
were abandoned on account of cloudy conditions. In the New Heampshire-Vermont 
project, 4 successful flights were made, totalling 12 hours and 20 minutes, and 
6 unsuccessful flights totalling 6 hours and 5 minutes. Four flights were aban. 
doned on account of clouds and 2 because of loss of eltitude. Altogether 173 
rolls of films were exposed. Poor etmospheric conditions spoiled one half of a 
roll and it was re-photogrephed. The number of prints made totalled 9,220, 
and the cost of the project, including gasoline and oil, photographic material, 
ani expenses of pilot and photorgranher amounted to $9,424.47. 

Aerial Survey Detachment No. 2 operntel between the dates of August 25 and 
October 24, 1927, in the western and west central part of Illinois, approximate- 
ly 4,370 square miles being photosrephed.(19 quedrangles). Second Lieut.s.¥, 
Towle, Jr., was the pilot and Technical Sergeant Grover B. Gilbert the photo- 
gravher, both of Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill. 

As in the case of the mapping work in the New Ingland States, the photo- 
graphic work was done with a Bagley Tri-Lens cemera to an approximate scale of 
1/20,000, there being & 60% overlap in the line of flight and 30% side overlap 
in parallel l:n2s of flight, with crabbing in the camera of 15 to 25%. After 
the film was acevelored one print was meade of each negctive. The 5th Photo Sec- 
tion of the Department of Photography, Air Corps Technical School, Chanute 
Field, performed this var’ of the wor'r. 

The Detachment used the Moline, I11. Airport as the base of operations, 
this field being chosen because it was in close proximity to the territory 
photographec. It was found that by flying at an altitude of 11,500 feet a scale 
of anoroximately 1/-0,0CO nas obtained, and by using a 60% end and 30% side 
Overlap two ecjacent quacangles could be photographed by flying six parallel 
strips. Between <5 and 3° exposures ‘icre taken on a strip, and one roll of 
film was required for two quadrangles. 

Due to the fozt that the work of the survey was not started until Angust 
26th, very poor weather conditions, especially prevalent in the Mississippi 
Valley at that period of the year, were encountered. ‘the Detachment operated 
from the base at tne Moline Airvort during 52 of the 61 dsys which were svent 
on the survey. With the exception of the first two weeks in September and ten 
days in October, tho weatier conditions were very poor. There were only 18 
days which were suitable for fling; 33 day were clou¢cy and rainy and six were 
doubtful. n days when short flights were .:ade, cumulcvs clouds forming after 
the, take-off prevented further work on the mission. The flying time between 
August 25th and Oct»ber 24th was 93 hours, and the totei time required for the 
work accomplished was 61 hours and 50 minutes. 

The facilities at the Moline Airport are excellent for any military opera- 
tions. It is en excelient four way field, located 34 mites south of Moline, 
Ill. It is equipred for night flying and hes a large hented hangar suitable 
for all service pices where parts o1e avaiicble aid repnirs can be made. The 
National Air Transport utilizes this Airpor’ as the fire: stop out of Chicago 
on the Chicago-Dallas Air Mail. The persorn2l of the field and Mr. E.X. 
Campbell, the Manager, reacered willing anc active assistance at all times. 
The interest and active cooperation of these men greatly expedited the aerial 
survey work. 

A United States Weather Burcau station is located at the Moline field, 
where weather maps are prepared, predictions made and wind aloft observations 
taken. Mr. Miller, in charge cf this station, furnished very valueble advice 
in his weather predictions, enabling a greet saving to be made in flying by 
frequently anticipating cumulous cloud formations on apparently clear days. 
When photographing at Peo ia, Beardstown and Keokuk, 100 miles from this base, 
weather reports were available at 7:00 A.M., resulting in a great saving of 
unnecessary flying. 

- --000--- 


WRIGHT FIELD TO BE USED AS AIR MAIL FIELD 


Wright Field is to feature as an air meil field, as well as an Army experi- 
mental test field efter April 1st, when Dayton will be made a stop on the 
Cleveland-Louisville Air Mail Route. ‘Two planes a day will land and take off 
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there after having deposited end picked up the local mail. For more than two 
years the postal and civic authorities of Dayton have worked to establish this 
lack of an adecuate municipal airport. Finally, i 
the City of Dayton obtained from the Wear Department permission to use a corner | 
of Wright Field for air mail purposes for a term of three years, by which time 
it is hoped a well-ecuipped municipal airnort will be available: ‘This will 
link Dayton with the transcontinental route, making it vossible for letters 
mailed in Dayton to be delivered in Los Angéles, San Frarcisco, Portland, 
Seattle, Tacoma and Spokane three days later. 

---c00--- 





YING TIME OF SCOTT FIELD PERSONNEL 


During the past year Captain Williom BE. Kepner led the flying personnel 
at Scott Field with a totai firing time of 569 hours and '!5 minutes. The 
following is a list of pilots who secured 300 or more hours in 1927: 


Captain Wm.E. Kepner 560 hrs. Lieut. Hertert K. Baisley 359 irs. 
Lieut. Orvil A. Anderson 535 hrs. Lieut. Edward H. White 452) * 
Lieut. Karl §. Axtater 4coO " Lieut. Wm.0. Eareckson 3435 =" 


During the months of November and December, the following flying time 
was recorded at Scott Ficid: 


Lighter-than-air -- 616 flights, 1354 man hours, 
131 flights, 282 airship hours. 
Heavier-than-air -- 54 flights, 20 man hours 
pee) J 
29 flights, 49 aircraft hours. 
---900--- 


WORK OF THE SAN aNTONIO AIR DEPOT 


The Engineering Department of the Sen Antonio Air Depot overhauled and 
repaired the following airplenes and engines during the month of January: 
Airplanes -- 3 DH-4M-1; 2 DH-4M-1T; 1 DH-4M-2; 2 DH-4M-ST; 1 DH-4M-2P; 1 0-2; 
1 O2-A: 1 02-5; 2 O2-C; 5 PT-1; 201; 1 XI-A; 1 AT-5, total, 23; Engines -- 
57 Wright-F, 54 Liberty, total, 91. 

---0U0--- 


FLYERS LAND AT MITUFEL FIELD 


FRENCH TRANS-ATLANTI 
he Vitchel Field Correspondert. 


“> 


rx 
By U 


The French Trans-Atlantic Flyers, Captain Diendonne Costes and Tieut. 
Joseph Lebrix, completed their 23,000-mile fliglt from Paris to New York, via 
Africa and South America, when they landed at Mitchel Field shortly after ten 
o'clock on: the morning of February llth. Had their arrival occurred on a Sun- 
day, an immense crowd would heve greeted them. In fact, ten thousand people 
visited the field on Sunday, February l2th, to view their famous Breguet bi- 
plane which was kept on exhibition in the Service Hangar. 

Saturday morning is a busy time for liew Yorkers, and only about a thousand d 
people, mostly countrymen of the flyers, were on hand to grect them. Their 
reception was informel end enthusiastic, The engaging personalities of the 
Frenchmen made friends of ali with whom they came in-contact. 

After having been convoyed to the ficld by planes from Mitchel Field and 
those accompanying them from Washington, the "Nungesser-Coli", landed while . 
the Air Corps elon circled overhead. Among the first to greet the distin- 
guished flyers as they stepped from their plane were the French Consul-General, 
Maxine Mongendre; Raymor Prtieg, whose $25 , COO prize was the original stimulus 
to trans-Atlantic flying; Fdwerd L. Stanton, representing Mayor Walker; Clar- 
ence D. Chamberlin, who flew to Germany with Charles A. Levine; and Captain 
Rene Fonck. 

Two Fokker Universals, piloted respectively by Bernt Balchen, who flew to 
Paris with Commander Byrd, and Fleya Bennett, wne flew over the North Pole with 
the Commander, landed in time to enable them to add their congratulations. 

Through the cooperation of Nassau Comty Chiéf of Police, Abram W.Skidmore, 
police arrangements wore perfect.. The "Nungesser-Coli" will remain at Mitchel 
Field, where a new motor will probably be installed, until Costes and Lebrix 
leave on their flight to San Francisco. 
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GRADUATE PILOTS COMMENDED FOR SMARTNESS IN APPEARANCE 


Members of the last graduating class at the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, | 


Kelly Field, Texas, were given reason to feel reconciled to the expenditure of 
money for new uniforms for the occasion of graduation, whidh took place on the 
morning of February 4th. Major-General Thomss Q. Donaldson, Commanding General 
of the 8th Corps Area, on his visit to Kelly Field in connection with the gradu. 
ation exercises, complimentod the graduating officers and flying cadets on the 
appearance of their uniforms. 

"They are the best dressed sroup of officers I have seen for a long time", 
said General Donaldson. "Their uniforms, boots und belts present the best 
appearance I have seen in this Corps Area." 

---0090--- 


FLYING TRAINING REGULATION 


~” 


Senior instructors of the four specialized branches of aviation at the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, were recently given a new 
problem in the preparation: of text material for use in the training of pilots. 

Orders were roceived from the Office, Chief of Air Corps requesting that 
subject matter be prepared for incorporation into a set of Training Regulations, 
Technical Regulations end Training Manuals. The material, when completed, will 
be used in the instruction of Air Corps personnel and as a standard for Air Corp; 
operaticns. 

---000--- 


NEW YORK TO ALBANY AND RETURN IN THREE HOURS 


&£ round trip flight between Mitciel Field and Albany was completed in three 
hours recently, when Lieut. Lester J. Maitland with Assistant Secretary of War 
F. Trubee Davison, State Senator J. Griswoli Webb and Assemblyman Herbert Sherk 
as his passengers, left at 10:00 A.M. and a little after 1:00 P.M. had his 
Fokker Transport back in the hangar. 

The occasion of the flight was the ferrying of the pessengers named to 
Albany where Secretary Davison vas to advise on Etate lezisletion proposed by 
Messrs. Webb and Shonk on the regulation of aviation, aiso to enable the Secre- 
tary to spear at a dinner tendered by the Lesal Committee of the American Legion 
of the State. 

The flight was a concrete example of the value of aviation and more impres- 
sive to the average newspaper reader than many of the widely heralded stunts. 


en 


NEW CLASS STARTED AT BROOKS FIELD 

With the graduation of the class which started training at the Primary 
Flying School at Brooks Field, Texas, July 1, 1227, next class, which started 
November 1, 1927, is abou’ to commence its advanced training on service type 
ships, while a new class, to start tr:.ining immediately, is now in process of re- 
porting for duty. Sixteen officers of the Regular Army were ordered by the War 
Department to renort at the School for thc course commencing March lst, also one 
Major of the Mexican Army, apuroximately sixty Flying Cadets and one Sergeant of 
the Peruvian Army are also expected. Twenty-nine Cadets reported as of February 
28th. 


its 
tne 


---cQ0--- 
ARMY PILOTS MUST SECURE PERMISSION TO PILOT CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT 


In connection with the question of Army pilots flying other than government- 
owned aircraft, Circular No. 8, War Department, February 14, 1928, provides as 
follows: 

"Pending the revision of AR-95-15 (Air Service - Aircraft, General) November 
9, 1921, the following instructions are published for the information and guib- 
ance of all concerned: 

1. Military personnel will not pilot other than government-owned aircraft 
unless -- 

a. They have the prior approvel of the War Department in each case. 

b. They have been officially licensed by the Department of Commerce. 
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c. They comply with the flight rules and regulations prescribed by the 
Department of Commerce. 

2. While on a duty status the personnel referred to in paragraph 1 will no 
pilot aircraft for hire. 
; os Applications for vermission to pilot other than government-owned aircriu. 
will be forwarded through military channels to The Adjutant General and will con- 
tain the following informetion: 


a. Type of aircraft to be used. 

b. Purpose of the flight or flighis. 

c. <Apvoroximate number of flights to be made. 

d. Duration of the period in which flights will be mede. 

e. Statement that the pilot has proper license from the Department of 

Commerce. 

F. Statement as to whether or not the flights are to be made for hire. 

4. No special authorization is required for making flights as a passenger.’ 
---000--- 


PLANZS MANEUVER IN FORMATION UNDER RADIO CONTROL 


A terrific ice gale was no bar to a nine-plane formation of Curtiss Falcon 
observation planes led by Lieut. Roland Birnn, 5th Observation Squadron, execut- 
ing a series of mancuvers at Mitchel Field, N.¥., recently under direction of a 
radio control officer, sending on 400 mcters from the Post Operations Office. 

Although 490 mcters is about the center of the broadcast band and there are 
many vowerful stations in the vicinity of Mitchel Field, Lieut. Birnn reported 
fairly good reception. A trriling entenna of 100 feet was used, and this did not 
in any way interfere with other planes flying in the formation. The opinion was 
that a 200 foot antenna would hove given better reception, and this will be tried 
ona later flight. 

After a check of the messages was mede by Lieut. Birnn and his radio ppera- 
tor, Lieut. Birnn gave the commands by visual signal. A duplicate list kept at 
the control station showed no error in reception in the plane when the two were 
compared. 

---000--- 


H.M.S. "CAIRO" VISITS GALVESTON 


On February 13th His Majesty's Ship CAIRO, a long, trim-lined thirty-knot 
cruiser, slipped into the entrance df Galveston Herbor, fired the Netional sclute, 
which was returned by Fort Crockett, and at once the festivities began. Upon 
the docking of the ship, the Boarding Officer from Fort Crockett visited the 
CATRO to offer civilities, assistance and any possible courtesy from the Air 
Corps command. He wos received by the Cormanding Officer, Captain J.A.G. Troupe, 
Royal Navy, and other officers of the cruiser, in most cordial seagoing style. 

Invitations were extended to the Ceptain and officers, end to the crew of 
the GAIRO, to several functions comprising a program of entertainment arranged 
by members of the Third Attack Group for the ship's company during its week's 
visit at Galveston. 

~--000--- 


ACCOMPLISUMENTS OF THE 19TH ATRSFIP COMPANY 
By Langley Field Correspondent 


The 19th Airship Company during the vear 1927 established a flying record 
of which it is justly proud. Having been called unon repeatedly to accomplish 
seemingly difficult missions, there was not one instance of a failure. These 
missions included coast patrol flights to Lakehurst, N.J., and Boston, Mass.; 
regular monthly cross-country training flights to Bolling Field, D.C.; naviga- 
tion and photographic missions to Fort Bragg, N.C., Augusta, Ga., Pensacola,Fla., 
Camp Meade,Md., New York City and West Point, N.Y.; non-stop night training and 
navigation flights through the States of Virginia, Marylemd Delaware, District 
of Columbia, Pennsylvania and North Carolina; flights to test the three wire 
mooring system installed at Boston, Mass., Middletown, Pa., Fort Bragg, N.C., 
and Auguste, Ga.; air escorts in cooperation with Army, Navy, and Marine Corps; 

- 92 - V-5769,A.C. 





interceotion vroblems with oirships at sea and in ceeperation with heavier- 
than-air; experimental f1i. hts, seine ompe' rescue training missions; flights, 
including rescue training missions; flights to test the feasibility of picking 
up supplies while in flight, and the remarkable feat of landing on the top of 
the Newoort News High School building; training and demonstration flights for 
Reserve Cfficers and R.O T.C.; carrying emerzercy crew for disabled planes; 
high altitude bombing flights; practice parachute jumps, free balloon training, 
including an entry in the Netional M)imination Balloon Races, and captive bal- 
loon flights in cooperation with Coast Artillery and hcavier-than-air. 

These missions at times were coupleted under most adverse weather conditions 
with only two ships of the TC tyne, both of which were in commission every day 
during the year 1927. In some instances landings were successfully performed 
with landing crews composed of wmtrained civilians 

With a rocord of 173:15 ship hours for the month of September and a total 
time of 1200:02 ship hours for the ycar, this company broxe all lighter-than-air 
flying training records at this station. Though we are proud of our various 
feats and accomplishnents in the air we find time to do other things, as witness 
our all arounu efficiency rating and -thletic record. All of our records have 
not been made in the air. Proof of that fact lies in a cabinet possessed by the 
Company which is weil filled with trophies. 

In baseball, after a icte start, the Company team trimmed everything on 
the Penins1i2; twice defeating the strong N.A.C.A. teem of Langley Field, con- 
querors of the Labglcy Post team. We are sorry there is not to be much compe- 
tition for us this ycar, for we like a herd eae The basketball team, repre- 
senting the 19th Airship Compary, won the chempionship for the second half of the 
1927-1928 season. Ju football tue Comoany urate hed the majorat7 of tne Post 
team squad. sSergean: S. {sanowich, cll service linemen end line coach for the 
team, worked wonders witli. 2 bunca of groen material and, arter defeating both 
Fort Monroe ani Fort Eustis for the Scuthern Championship, went to Camo Meade 
and lost a heart breakine zame for the championship to the heavy tanks by the 
score of 7 to 6, though Langley outplayed tho Tanks throvghout the game. 

---000--- 


TESTING MACHINE GUN AT HIGH ALTITUDE 


Lieut. Crville L. Stcphens, piloting a Curtiss 01-3, and Captain Walter 
Bender, actirz as mschine gunner, fle over Witchncl Fiela, N.Y., to an altitude 
of 15,000 fect reccntly in an ctfort to determine what erfe 2ct low temperatures 
would have on the oreraticn of a Lewis machine gun. 

Captain Bender, firing at various altitudes and temperatures, 97 shots in 
all, reported that even a+ the top ceiling of the flight where the thermometer 
showed 11 degrees below «sro, tiie gun funct’oned satisfactorily. At later tests 
it is hoped to secure lower temperatures. 

---~oGo--- 


RADIO AT CHANUTS FISLD 


The radio station at Chanute Fiel¢c, Rantoul, J11., is to have another com- 
plete receiver, to be uscc as a stand-by set and also for use in emergencies. 
It will be of the "ioop" variety that uses a loop entenne for its collective 
agency. The antenn® will be five fest sauare, containing 16 turns of wire. A 
rather novel idea hes been advanced to do away with the swinging of signals due 
to vibrations of the wires when exposed to the wind. The turns of wire will be 
centered in grooves, then covered by some insulating material and the whole 

oated with some insulating paint. lis will, of course, prevent swinging of 
the wires coused by wind action, and is expected to do avay with all the dis- 
agreeableness experienced sometimes by this type of set. The loop will be 
mounted on the roof of the redio building. For the rest of the receiving equip 
-ment there will be used a Navy type universal tuner, with a wavelength of 250 
to 7500 meters; a Nevy type loop tuner, for use with all loop antenna, and a 
universal amplifier, which consists of three stages of radio frequency amplifi- 
cation, one detector and two stages of audio frequency amplification. The whoie 
unit will be in front of the operator at all times and it will be wholly pos- 
sible to work two stations simultaneously. This in itself will enable traffic 
to be handled more raoidly. 
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NATIONAL GUARD NOT=S 


26th isi Air Service: 


Recently Lieut. Julian §. Dexter of the 10lst Observation Squadron, now 
detailed to a year's active duty in the Army Air Corps and stationed at Bolling 
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Field, flew a P-l from Washington to Boston in the fast time of two hours and 
fifty minutes, which is in less time than any other pilot has ever made it, 
according to the Correspondent of the 26th Division. Dexter had his face 
frozen on the way, but it was effectively thawed out during the evening. This 
was "Little Casino's" third week-end flight to Boston since going to Bolling, 
he having brought a P-1 and a Douglas transport on his previous flights. 

What is believed to have been a record flight was made February 4th by 
Lieut. Clarence =. Shankle, Air Corps Instructor, 26th Division, who piloted the 
first of the three new 0-11's to be delivered to the Guard Squadron, from 
Buffalo to the Boston Airport in exactly two hours’ and 15 minutes. The distance 
is estimated at 450 miles. "Dutch" was given a warm reception at the Airvort 
by the officers of the squadron who were particularly pleased to note the 200- 
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- mile an hour rate of speed he maintained. | | ; : 

The Division sent an cscort of throe planes to the funcral: cortege . OL Marfor’ 
Douglas Gordon, late of the 10lst Enginecrs, Mass. N.G., whose death from war 
wounds occurred rocontly. The pilots were Licuts. R.A. Nagle, Crocker Snow. ang 
C.E. Shankle. VETER, See niaies 

Considerable carburotion troublo has showod un in flying the PT-1 planes 
in the cold weather. A cowling of aluminum fitted about the front of each 
engine solved the problem, although Licuts. Snow and Devlin, on a recent flight 
back to Boston from New York in sub-zcro temperature, reported that the gas dig 
not vaporize properly... 

Lieut. Bert W. Devlin, chammion "hardvarr toter" of the 10lst Obs. Sadn., 
was informed of a new decoration awarded him -\the Verdun medal awarded the 
"Defenders of Verdun" by the grateful populace of that old city. "Lis ne 
passerent pas" is the motto it carries. Other medals this youth carries on his 
manly chest are the Distinguished Service Cross, the Nevzy Cross, Victory Medal 
with lots of clasps, Croix de Guerre with palm, Marine Corps good-conduct Medal, 
the Fourragers of the Croix de Guerre and a bucket full of expert badges. 


27th Division, Air Service, Staten Island, N.Y. 

The convention of the New York National Guard Association, recently held 
at Albany, N.Y., was attended by mine officers of the Squadron. Three planes, 
under the comnand of Major George. A. Vaughn, left Miller Field at 2:00 p.m. 
and arrived at. Albany an hour and thirty minutes later. 

The Squadron has had several exneriences in night flying within the past 
few months. One of these was a night raid upon Times Square, New York City, 
in congencts.on with the 212th Anti-Aircraft That unit has been of great assis- 
tance in thiswork, supplying two million candle power lights to illuminate the 
airdrome and one billion candle power light to search the sky for the attacking 
planes 








é7th Division, Air Service, Cleveland, Ohio. 

The new hangar at the field, contract ror construction of which was re- 
cently awarded, will have a floor space for the planes measuring 100 byl120 feet 
clear. On the north side of the hanger, facing the field, will be a two-story 
lean-to, containins on the first-floor the officers’ ani men's locker rooms 
and showers heating plar’;, etc.,-and on the second flocs the offices of the 
Commanding Office Operations Offic2r and Yrhoto Section. It is expected to 
move into the new guarters by May’ lst at the latest. 





43rd Division Air Service, Hartford, Conn. 





Two PT's of the 11&th Observation Squadron were converted from "Texas" 
ships to pleiues which wi?l function perfectly in the coldest weather by some 
ingenious work on the part of the Engineering Scction. An aluminum shield, 
riveted to a number of y.eces of strip iron for rigidity, was fitted directly 
in front of the forward cylinders of the ensine, affording amle protection 
from the slipstream to prevent .the cooling of these forward cylinders. Lieut. 
Osmond Mather, 0.0. of tue 118th Ehoto Section, gave these shields a hard test 
when he recently flew tc Hagerstown, Md. and return in some of the coldest 
weather experienced this winter. 

Captain Earl Fleet recently rendered real emergency service when the 
motor car of Major-General Paine, Wonnecticut N.G., broke down as he was driv- 
-ing from New London to Syringfield, Mass., in order to catch the train for the 
St. Paul: Convention. ‘The General rushed to Brainard Field in a taxi, hopped 
into a PT-l, and Cantain Tleet flew him to Albany, N.Y., where he caught the 
train he had planned to ‘take at Springficld. 

A large free-flying wind "T" equipped with green lights was erected on 
top of No. 1 hangar by the Engineering Section. This puts the final touch on 
Brainard Field's equipment for night flying; ; game including border lights 
flood lights and facaid lights. : a 

._ Brainard Field's new Post Witenes “Ae “dig success ‘and has already be- 
come: the unofficial club room of the field -for National Guard, Commercial and 
visiting pilots. Master Sergeant Elmer Linquist contributed two large cil 
paintings, executed by himself, to the Canteen, and these are greatly admired 
by all visitors. One painting depicts in a realistic manner the "Spirit of 
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St. Louis" in mid-ocean skimming close to the angry sea, and the other is a 


French pasteral scene, which brirgs back memories to those who were “over there". 


All officers of the 43rd Division Air Service take dinner together in the Post 
Exchange every Wednesday evenings, drill night. 


A5th Division, Air Service, Denver, Colorado. 





January saw the end of the Colorado coal strike insofar as the 120th Obs. 
Squadron was concerned. The last men and officers on active duty were relieved 
and activities at Lewry Field became normal. 

The most noteworthy achievement during “snuary was the 400-mile flight to 
Alamesa,the home of Governor Adams, and return, made by Lieut. Kearns in an 
0-2. With the help of a tail wind he made the return trip of over 200 miles 
in an hour and 35 mimates. This flight, however, again brought out the handi- 
cap under which the "mile-high" aviators are working in using ships designed 
for sea-level flying. Most of Lt. Kearns' route lay .ver the mountains. In 
going over one pass of 10,000 feet he statcd it was just about all the Douglas 
could do to scrape over the top. Alamosa lies at an elevation of 7,500 feet, 
and with a three-quarter of a mive field, using only 40 gallons of gas, it was 
just possible to clear the feuce at the far end. 

Ceilings in the two steel hangars were completed. Final work on the in- 
stallation of border lights is about completed and Lowry Field is able io take 
its place as one of the best equipped airdromes in the country. 


dend Division Air Service, Michican N.G., Detroit. 





With a total cf 13 rated pilots and trvogobservers, officers and men of the 
107th Observation Sgquadren are beginning to look forward to the 1928 training 
encampment, when they wiil be given en opportunity to display to the peopie of 
Michigan the workings of an efficiently operating air unit. 

A considerable number of men were enlisted during the past few months 
Weekly drills are being held in the Police Lenartrent Armory. 


oSth Division Air Service, St. Louis, Mo. 





There are a great many different types of cormercinl machines on the 
field. The Correspondent states that our otservation s..d experience with these 
machines has shown us wnet a good joh of designin; has Leen done on some of the 
late type of military planes to make the michines serviceable under bad 
flying conditions. 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh and Lieut. Philip R. Love, who were the proud 
owners of a Ford coupe before the big "hop'’, donased tr*s machine to the squad- 


ron for the vse of visiting officers, membeis veil she Ic partment of Commerce, ai:: 


mail pilots and civilian: whom they are personally acciazinted with, and who are 
not too proud to ride in a Fora. 

There are being installed at the field tweaty steel lockers, some of 
which will be ayailable for use of visiting pilots. 


e8th Division Air Service, Philadelphia, Pa. 





The City has a steam shovel cutting down the bank at the northeast end of 
the field and are filling in ail low spots with this material. 

There has bean considerable activity at the airport during the past six 
weeks, An actor and actress, playing in a local theatrical company, engaged 
a cabin monoplane and ha‘ an actual wedding ceremony performed 4,000 feet over 
the field. 

The Squadron was represented at the formal onening of the Mercer Airport, 


the flying field of the City of Trenton, N.J., which is to be used as an emer- 


gency landing field for the New York to Atlanta Air Mail night flying service. 
It is reported that the field possesses excellent fp$ibilities and that the 

Department of Commerce radio beacon and flying field border lights are a great 
asset to the field. , 
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VISIT OF FRENCH FLYERS TO MAXWELL FIELD / vf 
i oS 
One of the big events at Maxwell Field, Montgomeryy: Ala., yi 
during February was the visit of the French Trans-Atlantic / 
Flyers, Costes and LeBrix, who stopped at the field on their vA, 


way from New Orleans to Washington. Long before the ap- 

pointed time of their arrival, a large crovd gathered at 

the field to welcome them. An escort of three planes 

was sent to meet them. They landed at Maxwell Field wo Ff 

shortly after four o'clock. / | 
That evening a dinner honoring the two famous 

pilots was given by the people of Montgomery, fol- \ \ 

lowed by a reception at the Country Club. As they 

could not take off the. next 

day, due to bad weather, 

they secured a well- 


: \ 
earned rest, and that CHE Yq / af . 


night Major and Mrs. (Kiger a = 
Weaver entertained at ’ i : \ \ 0 
a delightful dinner at Ss . } \w 
the Montgomery Country Ro i we WY 
Club, in their honor, “ie | RMS, eae 
On the morning of Fédruary Y 7 "ee . gee. 1 
8th they departed, escorted on \ 2 ee Wh \ , 
their way by several planes a Net? — 
from the 22nd Squadron. avc, ; 
\ 
000--- Vin ae a 
WILL ROGERS VISITS MAXTELL FIELD 4° & \NY-—,/ EWS 
AVANT WANS es ie I 
NAYS NT Cena HS 
The officers of Maxvell Wt (Ar 

Field and their wives were most 4 a Layer 
enjoyably entertained on the or ; Oe . 
night of March 4th at a ouffet NW Ape . \W AX a om 
supper in the Conminding Officer's WIA \ AQ 4 if \ 
quarters. The guest of honor was “ye ny ‘\ 4 hy ; 
none other tnan ths inimitable See Ss gs q a \ 
Will Rogers himself, who was as Vrdth ae) jm gee ZH \ 
amusing as ever. Mr. Rogers is QTEK - ee \\ \ 
a big friend of the Air “OW Paty en . r gl 
Corps and has considerable Seiten HAT) J é 
flying time to his credit. = a << 

---000--- Remember the first time Bar Mibiciie clk: all 
GRADUATION OF PRIMARY FLYING eg Pee ony ss << to Ay t 

SCHOOL STUDEMS. — it, Stafford L. Lamber 


Moet “ational Guard 


Of the 44 students of the 
Primary Flying School, Drooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, who graduated on 
March lst, four are officers trom other branches of the ‘Army who were detailed 
to the Air Corps; 7 are Air Corps Reserve Cfficers; one an enlisted man of the 
Air Corps; two National Guard officers, two officers of the Peruvian Army and 
28 Flying Cadets. 

In all likelihood all of these graduates will take up advanced flying 
training at the Advance’ School at Kelly Field. The graduates are enumerated 
below, as follows: 

REGULAR ARMY: 

Major William 0. Ryan, Field Artillery; 

First Lieutenant James F. Phillips, Corns of Engineers; 

Second Lieutenant George V. Holloman, Infantry; 

Second Lieutenant James S. Stowell, Infantry. 

Reserve Officers; 





end Lieut. Lawrence H. Chiappino end Lieut. Howard B. Cock 
end Lieut. Lloyd H. Tull 2nd Lieut. Frederick BE. Glantzberg 
end Lieut. Paul E. Shanahan end Lieut. Eugene H. Rice 


end Lieut. LeRoy Hudson 
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National Guard Officers: 
lst Lieut. Earle T. Showalter, Texas National Guard. 
end Lieut. Edward H. Porter, Washington National Guard. 
Peruvian Army: 











Lieutenant Guillermo Concha Lieutenant Manuel E. Escalante 
Flying Cadets: 
~ Joseph S. Bartles Paul B. Wurtsmith Fred A. Pillett 
Joel E. Mallory Myron E. Zeller Joel G. Pitts 
Edwin R. French Isaac W. Ott Ronald R. Walker 
Leland C. Brown Willian V. Pierce Clair E. Bonner 
Alfred B. Kalberer Kenneth A. Rogers Charles S. Vaughn 
Cassius H. Thomas Donald M. Broughton Stewart P. Wright 
Ralph 90. Brownfield Charlies E. Bradshaw James S$. Henderson 
Robert E.L. Pirtle Trevor Kenyon Roger V. Williams 
George E. Price Wm. AR. Robertson 
games N. Peyton Kenneth A. Cool 


Air Corps Enlisted man: 
Technical Sergeant Paul B. Jackson 
---900--- 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR AND CHIEF OF AIR CORPS START ON FLIGHT 
TO PAIANMA CANAL ZONE 





Tne Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, and Major-General 
James E. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, took off from Bolling Field, Anacostia, 
D.C., at 6:15 a.m. Sunday morning, Merch 11th, in two Amphibian planes, ona 
flight to Panama to inspect Army Air Corps activities in the Canal Zone. 

This is the first time airplanes have becn used by government officials in 
making inspections outside the continental limits of this country. Two Loening 
amphibians (observation planes), pari of the Army Air Corps! regular equipment, 
were used. Secretary Davison's plane was piloted by Captain Ira C. Eaker, 
Executive Officer to the Secretary, and General Fechet's pilot was: Lieut. Muir 
5. Fairchild, of Langley Field, Va. 

Increased Army aviation activity as provided for in the Five Year Army 
Air Corps Development Program makes the inspection essential from an adminis- 
trative point of view. It is expected thai the flight to Panama and return wil] 
consume three weeks. The tentetive schedu.© allows five days for the trip to 
Panama; ten days to be spent in the Zone anu five days for the return trip. 

The actual time (flying) for the round tri» is figured at about 80 hours. The 
entire distarice is about 7,500 miles. . 

Approval for the flight of U.S. Army planes across Central American 
countries was requested by the State Department through diplomatic representa~ 
tives of nations to be traversed or visited. These cou.tries include Mexico, 
Guatemala, Sen Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragis, Costa Rica and Panama. The 
flight will be undertake:: in a series of cross-country hops, the longest single 
lap of which will be less than 500 miles. These }cps will be covered in easy 
daily stages, and the use of amphibian plancs gives almost continuous landing 
facilities along the course to be followed. 

Captain HZaker and Lieut. Fa rchild were both members of the Pan-American 
Flight which, using amphibian »lanes, carried Amsrica's message of good will to 
more than a score of Central and Latin-American countries early last year. -The; 
are thus not only familiar with the ships but also with the terrain over which 
they will fly. The amphibian planes are of the latest design and are equipped 
with inverted Liberty engines. They have a speed of about 100 miles an hour 
under ordinary cruising conditions. 

After testing the vanes, the flyers took off and disappeared in the cloudy 
skies, headed down the Fotomac River. Radio reports to Bolling Field received 
later in the day stated that the two planes landed at Pope Field, Fort Bragg, 
N.C,, Secretary Davison's plane arriving at 10:05 a.m. and General Fechet's 
plane! F¥Fe minutes later. From the time the planes took off until they landed 
they were subject %o adverse weather conditions. The sky was cloudy anda 
light fog covered ithe river and adjoining territory. Lieut. Fairchild reported 
that he lost his bearings over Raleigh, N.C., and was forced to land in the 
city lake, where he remained for about 30 minutes. Heavy fog and smoke caused 
his confusion. 

The planes will start on the next lap of their trip to Montgomery, Ala., 
aS soon as weather conditions permit. 
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LANGLEY FIELD OFFICERS EXCEL AT SQUASH 


It was generally nosed about that the officers ‘of Langley Field were "sone 
pumpkins" at the*zame of Squash, so some of the officers on duty in Washington, 
being somewhat skeptical and desirous of being "shown", planned to kill two 
birds with one stone, i.e., combine flying and physical training, and make a 
cross-country flight to Langley Field to ascertain how good the Langley Squash- 
men really are. They returned home sadder but wiser. It was, however, an 
enjoyable party. : 

Saturday, February 25th, was the day selected for the flight to Langley 
Field. The nine invaders from the Office of th> Chief of ir Corps successfully 
completed their flying mission but, as may be gathered from the preceding para- 
graph, their attempt to subdue the Squash experts of Langley proved fruitless, 
for they only won two of the nine matches. 

The foliowing are the scores of the individual matc'es: 

Washington Score Langley Field Sco.’e 





Captain Kraus Captein Hale 

Captain ieClelland Majer Cunningham ° 

Rumor has it that, in order to satisfy the Washington officers' thirst for 
revenge, the Tangley Field Squash teain will come to Washington sometime before 
the end of March to participate in anvther contest. In cil probability the 
Racquet Club will be chosen as the battleground. 


;ches may be comparatively unimportant 


Major Spatz 3 Cantain House 1 
Major Jouett 3 Captain Olcys 1 
Major Miiling 2 Lieut. Bonnet 3 
Captain Feed 0 Major Curry 3 
General foulois 1 Major Walsh 3 
Captain Eaker 1 Lieut. Melville 3 
Captain Hunter 1 Captain Bredy 3 

1 3 

0 3 


While the results of the above matche 
(except to the officers of Langley Field and to those of Yashington), Langley 
Field is to be commended most highly on its construction of two excellent 
souash courts, which provide a ready and most interesting means of giving the 
officers of that siztion system-tic exercise which is so important to all offi- 
‘cers of that statiov syst-matic exercise wh*-h is 42 imcyrtant to all officers 
of the Army, and es-.ecialiy to vlying officers who mist, abdove all others, keep 
in first rate phys:.al condition. 

For the benefit of those who do not plsy squash, it may be stated that the 
ame courts are suitable for the: game of handball vhich can be played by any 
ndividual having the usucl supply of two arms ani two legs. The game of Squash 
S somewhat sester than hcendbal., and is pro‘srrei to hordball by practically 
all persons vio have had «ny exyerienve wit: both frames. An officer desiring to 
exercise cannot always gather arcund him tho oropey nuniocr of individuals for 
games such as baskc:ball, baseball, etc. I. the erse of Squash or handball, 
however, all he nee's to do as to get one other ofvicer who is similarly bent on 
getting some good, interesting exercise. 

langley Fieid's initiative in coustructing Squash and handball courts is of- 
fered as food for serious thouzht to the Air Corps officers at all other station: 
Athletic officers at Air Corps stations desiring to obtain information on the 
construction of Squesh covrts are advised to corminicate with Captain Walter J. 
Reed, Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 

---000~-- 
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CONME “TICUT EXECUTIVE QUALIFIES AS PILOT 

Governor John H. Trumbull of Connecticut is a real aviation enthusiast. He 
not only backs the 43rd Division Air Service, Connecticut National Guard, strongl 
with words, but shows plenty of real action. For some time he has been taking 
flying instruction under Major Wm. F. Ladd, end recently he was sent solo by 
Lieut. Harry D. Copland on a private plane. Tne Governor qualificd for both 
his State and Federal license, and has been visiting Brainard Field, Hartford, 
Vonn., on an average of twice a week to take up a ship solo and fly over the 
territory which he rules so wisely and well. 
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FLIGHT ACROSS THE CONTINENT IN AMPHIBIAN ATRPLANS 


To Lieut. Bernie R. Dallas, Army Air Coips, belongs the distinction of 
bein, the first airplane nilot to fly an armonibian airplane across the American 
continent. Lieut. Dallas, who is on duty at the Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, 
Calif., arrived at his home station on the afternoon of March 9th, accompanied 
by Mr. Beckwith Havens, Sales Manager of the Looning Cormorntion, artor travers- 
ing a distance of 6,500 miles from his starting voint, Now Yorx City. 

The total flying time for the trip was 32 hours and 45 mimites, the 
amphibian averaging a speca of slightly over 100 miles an hour. Stops en route 
were made at Dayton, Ohio; rort Riley, Kansas; Ararillo and Zl Paso, Texas, and 
Tacson, Arizona. . 

The plane piloted by Lieut. Dallas on this epoch-making trip vas the stac- 
ard service Looning Amphibian, powered with an inverted Liberty engine, and it 
functioned perfectly all along the way. The arrival of the amphibian at the 
various stomying points created considerable interest, particularly in Texas 
and Arizona, as the feat of a flying boat traversing over desert country was in 
itself somerhat of a novelty. 

No special preparations were made for this transcontinental flight, and 
the successful termination of same once more demonstrated the efficiency and 
general utility of the armhibion as a standard service tyne of observation 
plane. This is the same type of plane vhich was used in the flight of Army Air 
Corps pilots around Scuth America. Two of these planes axé’ now utilized in the 
flight from Washington to the Fanara Canal Zone being made by Assistant Secre- 
tary of War F. Trubee Davison and Major-General James HE. Fechet., Chief of the 
Air Coros, recorded clsewhere in this issue of the News Letter. 

---000--- 


ARMY AVIATORS TO MAP FLORIDA COAST 


An aerial photographic detachment is about to leave Bolling Field for the 
purpose of making an aerial map of the eastern and southern coast of Florida for 
the Coast and Geodetic Survey. 

the detachment consists of Lieut. Julian S. 
officer, Master Sergeant Matos, vhotogranher, and Private Irving Kallmyer, 
mechanic. The airplane to be used is a Loening Amphibian similar to those used 
on the recent Pan-Amorican Flight. It is capable of oncrating from either land 
or water, which makes it partimlarly adantabdle to this type of work. 

The detachment will photograph a strip ayproximately ten miles wide along 
the Zast coast from Flagler Beach to Jupiter Inlet, a distance of nearly 200 
miles, which contains the widest portion of the Indian River, and from Miami to 
the town of Everglades. The total area to te photographed is approximately 
2500 square miles. This will be accomplished in about six wecks. The new Army 
Air Corns four-lens mapoing camera will be given its first extensive service 
test in the accomplishment of this project. Operating from an altitude of - 
about two miles, the scale of the photographs will be 1 to 20,000. . Because of 
the inaccessidility of these areas, accurate.data is not obtainable by 
terrestrial survey. ; 

This is another exarple of the value of aerial photogranhy in manping 
projects. In addition to furnishing more detailed and accurate data than is 
obtainable by other means, aerial survéys are accomplished in a much shorter 
time and usually at less expense. For the survey of such regions as the 
Everglades of Florida, aerial photography has proved invaluable in providing 
information regerding sections the nature of which has rendered the: entirely 
inaccessitle to human beings. In this, as in other cemonstrations of the com- 
mercial value of the airplane, the Army is the pioneer. 

-~-000--- 


Dexter, pilot and photogranhic 


5 


BILL PASSED APPROPRIATING FUNDS TO CUIPLETE TRANSFER OF MC COOK FIELD 


There was transmitted to the President for his aporoval, on March 8th, 
E.R. 7008, authorizing an appropriation of not to exceed $900,000 to be expended 
for the cormletion of the transfer of the experimental and testing plant of the 
Air Corps to a permanent site at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and the construc- 
tion and installation thereon of the technical buildings and utilities and 
appurtenances as may be necessary. 
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THES SZARDH FOR THE PATHE-BRAY COLORADO RIVER EXPEDITION 


Lieut. W.K. Burgess, Air Corps, recently submittcd the following official 
report of a flight to the Grand Canyon for the purpose of searching for the 
personnel of the Pathe-Bray Colorado River Dxpedition: 

"On or about November 22nd, 1927, telephone message was received from the 
Air Officer, Ninth Corps Area, Presidio of San Francisco, notifying the under- 
signed of an expedition then en route through the Colorado River canyons and 
stating that this expedition was then overdue and that probably it would be 
necessary to send a searching perty for the expedition. I was notified to hold 
myself in readiness for this duty. 

"Request was made for the use of a Douglas C-1l transport, the country to be 
covered being too high and with no suitable landing fields for the operation of 
a Douglas 02 nlane. 

"First Lieutenant Dean Farran, Air Corps Reserve, then on cross-country mis- 
sion to Clover Field was designated as radio officer in case transport plane 
would be provided. Mention in this and later telephone conversations with the 
Air Officer, Winth Corps Area, g*ve further information of this duty, including 
the fact thet an advence camp called Comp Pearson, was situated on the Painted 
Desert and that the personzel and manager of this advance camp for this expedi- 
tion had agreed to provid? an emergency landing field and properly mark the same 
with salt or flour. A general knowledge of this region convinced me that only. 
a plane similar to a transport would be suitable for operating at that high 
altitude and especially so from such emergency fields as might be built by per- 
sonnel other than Ais Corps. This opinion and the fact that the country was 
not O02 country was held ty the Air Officer, Ninth Corps Area also. Later exper- 
iences proved this view ‘o be correct. 

"On or about Saturdcy, November 25, orders were received by telephone from 
the Ninth Corps Area to troceec. in Dcuglas C-1l transport which would be flown 
to Clover Field by Air Corps nilot from Rockwell Field for this purpose, to 
Las Vegas, Nevada, there to communicate by telephone or telegraph with the of- 
fice of the Air Officer, Ninth Corps Area before proceeding further. Work on 
a radio set which had to be built completely was pushed throughout the evening 
and night of Novemter 26th and into the forenoon of Suncay, November 27th, when 
same was completed. Take off was made fror: Clover Fielc, Sunday, November 27th 
at 10:40 A.li. The personnel consisted of :irst Lieuteasnt Walter K. Burgess, 
A.C.(DOL), pilot, First Lieutenant Dean Farran,A (.#Re3.(on one year's active 
duty at Crissy Field) radio ogerator, and Mr. Fred Brew, civilian mechanic at 
Clover Field, as mechanic. Landing was made at Las Vegas, Nevada, at 1:25 P.M, 
where radio message via Western Air Express line to Los Angeles, thence to 
Presidio was dispatched to the Office, Air Officer, Ninth Corps Area. Reply 
was received at 1:55 authorizing procedure to Grand Cer:on. 

"Information hed teen secured through cfficials cof the Pathe-Bray Expedi- 
tion to the effect that a municipal landings field existed eighteen miles south 
of the El Tovar Hotel, situatei on the soviiiern bank of the Grand Canyon. 

Take off was made at 2:5) o'clock, Pacific ‘ime oid a compass course flown 
towards destination. At approximately 3:20 Pacific Time or 4:30 local time, a 
dense cloud bank overcesting tne sky w.s encountered. It was realized this 
would bring darkness from a helf to three quarters of an hour earlier than 
would otherwise be the case. The expedition had then covered approximately 
100 miles in an easterly direction from Las Veges and was about fifty or sixty 
miles from destination, provided information concerning such destination was 
accurate and it would be possible to find such civilian field. This uncertaint; 
caused a close scrutiny of the country with the idea of landing and waiting un- 
til morning, it not being deemed advisable to arrive at such uncertain destina- 
tion at dark or even dusk. After proceeding some minutes a small lake, or water 
hole, approximately five miles south of the course was sighted. The borders of 
this lake were smooth and dry and practically level. Lending was made at 4:1) 
Pacific Time on the margin of this lake at an altitude of just under 6000 fees. 
Personnel of the expedition obtained food in a cattle branding camp cabin near 
this lake, sleeving in their flying clothes in this cabin and taking turns in 
warming up the motor of the plane at one and one-half hour intervals throughout 
the night, it being weil below freezing temperature. It would have been very 
difficult to have obtained water from this lake, as it wos shallow and the water 
area was surrounded by*a wide margin of deep soft nud, 
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"Take off wes mede at 9:30 Pacific Time or 8:30 local time the following 
morning. The region in a vicinity of ten miles of the @l Tovar Hotel was noted 
carefully for a possible lencing olade. Information had been received from 
civilian sources before leaving Los Angeles thet areas affording landing places 
did exist. None were found. It was ascertained, however, that eighteen or twen- 
ty miles south of this hotel thero were onen fields in whidh a landing could be 
made. The commercial field of the Scenic Airways, Inc., was not identified def- 
initely at this time. A circle of the El Tovar Hotel was made at 2000 feet above 
the same to notify eny personnel of the Patue-Bray Colorado River Exnedition ther 
might be present there that the plane had arrived and further to draw their at- 
tention to the fect that the plane was proceeding on th the advance camp on the 
Painted Desert designated as Camp Pearson. All information received stated that 
this camp was located on the Painted Desert beyond the junction of the Colorado 
and Little Colorado Rivers, approximately nine miles southeast of e flat topped 
butte known as Shinumou Altar. 

"At aoproximetely 11:30 the vicinity of this camp was reached, in accordance 
with the meagre details of its location at hand. A very careful lookout was 
kept and the camp was located in amongst the pinon and juniper timber on the 
southwest side of a butte at 11:35. Landing was made at 11:40. The first re- 
quest made of Mr. Gable, who was in charge of the advance camp, was in regard 
to the aviation gasoline and oil which had been requested forwarded by train 
to Grand Canyon, thence by truck to the advance camp, two days before plane 
left Los Angeles, or November 25, Mr. Gable informed me that the gasoline had 
not yet arrived. He sent on request a racdiogram immediately to Grand Canyon, 
ordering its dispatch by truck to Camo Pearson. Mr. Gable suggested that the 
municipal field eightecn miles south of Hl Tovar Hotel be used as a base. He 
was informed that the type of plane used was comparatively slow and of limited 
gas capacity and that such a. base was more than one hundred miles from the 
point where search was to begin, over extremely rough, uninhabited, desert 
country, and further that from a view of the terrain in the vicinity of El Tovar 
Hotel while there, it was believed advisable to operate from the emergency field 
provided at Camp Pearson. This field was under six hundred feet in length and 
about one hundred feet in width. It had one good feature, namely, that the ap- 
proach in one direction could be made at zero altitude and the regien immediate- 
ly beyond the cleared space was not so rough as to cause a crack up provided 
the plane in landing rolled beyond the cleared area for a few yards at a slow 
rate of speed. 

"On Tuesday, Mr. Bray arrived by automobile from Grand Canyon. He was 
immediately questioned about the gas surply. Information was obtained from 
him that the gas was still at the Scenic Airways Field and that he had not 
received Mr. Geable's radiogram dispatched on Monday, the day of our arrival 
at Camp Pearson. Another radio was immediatcly dispatched urging that the 
gasoline be sent by truck. In the afternoon of this day, namely Tuesday, Ngven- 
ber 29th, it was decided to go to the commercial field at Scenic and obtain a 
full tank supply. There remained in the tanks a little over one hour's gas 
which would have carried the plane to Scenic Airways Field. While preparations 
were being made to take off a very heavy wind and snow squall struck the camp, 
the wind reaching a velocity of over seventy miles per hour. Snow squalls hed 
been intermittent throughout the morning on the canyon rims in that vicinity 
and north into Utah over the region where cearch was to be mide. It was with 
the greatest difficulty that the plane was saved from being wrecked in this 
wind which almost completely demolished the camo. Had it not been for the fect 
that such storms had been anticipated and the plane kept well steked and roped 
to the ground it would in all probability have been wrecked. This wind storm 
prevented the trip being made to Scenic Airways Field Tuesday afternoon. Tues- 
day night a radio was received steting the gasoline was then under way, heving 
been dispatched from Scenic Airways Field at noon of that day. 

"Wednesdey rorning the gasoline had not yet arrived at Cemp Pearson. It 
was momentarily expected, however. At 10 o'clock an automobile was obtained 
and start wes mede out over the desert road to see what had become of the truck 
bringing in the gas. It was encountered after e few miles and reached the emer- 
gency field at Camp Pearson at 11:15. 

"The plane was imnediately gassed end without waiting for lunch take off 
was made at 1:15. Flight was mede direct to the Colorado River which was en- 
countered a short distence below Lee's Ferry. Flight proceeded un the river 
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to Lee's Ferry where a number of borts and nilcs of duffle resembling hogens 
(Navajo Indian houses) were noticed on the river bank. Circles were made and 
signals by throttle end by zooming weré made above this location. No response 
was given by smoxe, by white pieces of cloth or other signels. It wes strongly 
believed, however, that these boats end piles of baggage belonged to the river 
expedition. The wind currents at this point are. very treacherous in the canyon, 
A little more than four hours of daylizht yet remained. eiling to get a-re- 
snonse from this prospect, it was decided to proceed up the river, searching 
as carefully as  doscible, knowing that if the objects noted and signaled to at 
Lee's Ferry were the expedition that the same were sefe and if they were not. 
the exnedition, it would be inadvisable to procee“ down into the canyon or 
waste further time in signaling. The delay in obtaining the gasoline from the 
Grand Canyon or Scenic Airways Field rendered it doubly imperative that the 
search should not be further delaved. 

"The river was carefully flown to a point just under t.e junction of the 
Colorado and Green Rivers in Utah, a distance of arporoximately two hundred miles 
by river. Every bend, canyon and elbow of the river of this entire distance 
was carefully scanned. At a noint just below the junction of the Green River 
it was decided that return should be started if cam was to be reached before 
dark. On the return the river was again searched. Opsosite Navajo Mountain 
on the border of southern Utah, in the region of the Rainbow Bridge, the terrain 
is exceptionally broken and rough. A very heevy head. wind and wind squall was 
encountered at this point which lested twenty minutes and during this time the 
plane was severely buffetted and made very Little headway. From the»time of 
leaving Lee's Terry until reaching the northern edge of the Painted Desert on 
the return, a round trip distance of apnroximetely four ‘“trandred miles by river, 
not one singl2 emergency i:nding place was encountered. Landing was made at 
Camo Pearson again just et dusk, to learn that the boats und piles of duffle 
seen on the sand at Lee's Ferry did belong to the river narty and that the same 
had seen the slane and had ianded there anvroximately five minutes before the 
plane circled above the terry. 

"Wednesday night or Thursdsy morning I was informed that Mr. Bray had 
radioed for the vlane to stend by during the remainder of the expedition's trip 
through the river to Las Vegas, Nevaca. 

"A short flight was mece Thursday afternoon with Mr. Smith, a missionary 
to the Navajo..Indians, to a point on tie resouvvation wher: a ceremonial dance 
was to occur. The Navajos, a coszparetively orimitive Indian tribe, did not 
believe in the existence of airg.anes, with the exception of the few who had 
been at the camp assisting in mactng the emergency field, in carrying for the 
plane during the wind storm, etc. Next to none had seen a plane and it was 
believed it misht be of future value to the Air Cerys and eviation in general 
if as large a number as possible saw the plere, in cese of some future forced 
landing in their reservetion which is large, »veing more than two hundred miles 
across and covering a large part of the northern pert of the state of Arizona, 
this in a region remote from any cther humen “«ssistruce. The following day, 
Friday, a flizht was made to Scenic Airways field, cighteon miles south of Grand 
Canyon to leave Lieutenant Farran in order thet he might check over the possible 
radio sunplies available there and et G and Canyon. These supplies were re- 
quired in order to remedy cefect3 that hed been noted in the radio equipment 
built at Clover Ficid before starting. On this trip Mr. Bray was carried from 
Camp Pearson to the scenic Airways Field, alsc a Navajo Indian, a brother to the 
chief of all the Navajos. This Indien, a man of great influence among his people 
volunteered and requested, through Mr. Smith, the missionary referred to before, 
that he be permitted to go in order that he might be able to rrove to his penple 
that cirplanes were ell rigrt and convince them that should one land in the 
desert on their reservation they should go to it rather than avoid it. 

"Return was mode to Cemp Pearson at about 4:45 P.M. Lieutenant Farran and 
Mr. Bray stayed at. Scenic. Airways Ficld. Upon arrivel at the camp the radio 
directing the return of the flight te Clover Field the following Sunday was 
received. Preparations for a denerture the following morning was immediately 
begun. The expedition left Comp Pearson with e11 the emergency cupplics end 
equipment on boerd, Saturday afternocn. Lending was made at Scenic Airways 
Field at approximately 1] o'clock. Mr. Brags hed kindly offered to take the 
personnel of the expedition on a short trip down one of the canyon trails from 
El Tovar Hotel. This wes done Saturday afternoon. A second radio directing 
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return of the expedition by Sunday was received that evening. (Saturday). 

"Sunday morning, upon reaching the Scenic Airways Fieid, a twenty to 
thirty mile northwesterly wind was found to be blowing. This wind would have 
been favorable for the return trip and normally have been of no hazard. When 
flying over the region north and northeast of Scenic Airways Field which is a 
slope approximately seven hundred feet on its north and eastern edges above the 
area on which Camp Pearson is located, it had been noted that there was a dis- 
tinct downward draft in the atmosphere over this slope. It is believed this was 
caused because of the following conditions. The northern rim of the canyon at 
this point is over 8000 fect altitude, the south rim apnroximately 7000 feet. ™ 
The Scenic Airwavs Field is a little above 6000 fect. The south rim turns to 
the east along the southern border of the Little Colorado River, forming ae funnel 
or "Y" shaped area leacing into the Grand Canyon, itself. In this "Y" shaned 
area is located the Painted Desert at en elevation of about 6000 feet. The 

ind was directly out of the northeast over this area. It struck the bottle 
neck of the canyon and was forced up over the south rim, being deflected upwards 
by the south rim and then settling downward over the slope referred to in the 
vicinity of the Scenic Airways Field, this in much the same manner as smoke may 
be noted settling down a house roof. As stated before, on deys of less wind 
this condition had been noted. For this reason the plane was taxiied well back 
to the southern vortion of the field. Take off was mede in approximately four 
hundred feet run. A distance of aprroximetely three miles was covered and an 
altitude of between five and six hundred feet “had been obtained. At this point 
a turn to the west away from the rapidly apnoroaching south canyon rim slope was 
attempted. Apparently the edge of the downward wind area was encountered at 
the same time as the plane began to lose altitude very rapidly. The turn which 
was not yet comoleted, was not finished, the plane being immediately kicked 
around square into the wind. Over e¢ mile was flown from this point, the plane 
continually losing altitude although being climbed directly into the wind as 
much as it would stand. 

"After flying above the pine forest for approximately three miles after 
leaving the airdrome the plane settled finally into the tree tops. The motor 
was turning up 1450 but would have turned up 1500 had the plane not been climb- 
ing. At no time did the metor turn more than 1500. This, while not being as 
much as desired, is not unusual with the large propellers used on a C-1 trans- 
port. The maxiinum R.P.M. snould be between 1550 and 1600 with this propeller. 
Had the motor delivered this amount and had the plane not been so heavily load- 
ed with spares, radio batteries, etc., it might have been possible to have 
pushed through this downward current to the edge of the cenyon rim where a 
rapidly ascending strata of air would have been encountered. It was impossible 
in any event to turn arcund in it without flying directly into the ground. 

"All four wings were demaged beyond rensir. The landing gear was pushed 
aside but was little demaged. The plane did not strike the ground. The pro- 
peller was chewec off on the top of a pine tree carried away by one wing and 
which settled beneath the nose of the plane. The ailerons and tail surfaces, 
with the exception of one flipper were undameged. The shearing away of the 
wings on three pine trees tock up the forward speed of the plane. No injury 
wes sustained by any member of the personnel. All members of the personnel 
welked back toa the Scenic Airways Field where cars carried them to the hangers. 
Arrangements were mede the following morning with ex-lieutenant Van Zandt, man- 
ager of the Scenic Airways Field, for the use of two of his men and various 
parts of his equipment for bringing out the plane. One of his workmen was 
posted as a guard on the plane throuzh the evening and night. This workman 
during the deytime felled trees with which to make a skid. Large bolts were 
obtained at Grand Crnyon with which to spike the skid together. A trector be- 
longing to the County and on rood work nearby was also obtained. A skid of 
ereen nine logs was completed, the tail reised by placing a snetch block end 


‘tackle on a pine tree nearby, the skid pushed under and the fuselage lowered 


directly onto the skid after the wings and tail surfaces were removed. A great 
deal of difficulty was encountered in dragging the fuselage out of the timver, 
it being necessary to nrenere a rondway over a good porticn of the way. The 
fuselage and all parts of value were votten down to the hengar at the Scenic 
Airways Field Tuesdey night. Wednesday morning the fuselage was raised, placed 
upon a large truck trailer and then, with the other parts, hauled eighteen miles 
north to Grand Canyon Reilroad depot where an erd door freiht car had been od- 
tained by wiring for the seme the nrevious Sundzy. The fuselage was loaded and 
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carefully secured in vlace Wednesday aftcrnoon. -Devarture was made by rail from 
Grand Canyon to Los Angeles Wednesday nivht. 

"Due to the isolated locelity and the lack of any other possible equ}pment 
a great deal of thanks are due to the Scenic Airways, Inc., for the use of their 
entire facilities and several of their men in setting this heavy plane dismantle 
and out through three milcs of dense forest overvrough, rocky and boulder-strew, 
terrain, loaded onto a trailer and heuled of rer eighteen miles of mountain roads 
and londed and packed in a freight car in three davs. 

"After leaving Clover Field tie savare of the flight spent one night 
sleeping in their flying cquipment at Leguna on the open desert between Las 
Vegas and Grand Cenyvon, one night in flying clothes in a Navajo hogan near Camp 
Pearson after the seme hed been wrecked by windstorm Tuesday arternoon, and the 
two nights imuediately following the Joe Lee's trading post fifteen miles across 
the “ ert from Camp Pearson. 

"4A great ceal of crre was required in husdrending the stirting battery, com- 
pletely dreining the motor after each flight, and keeping the motor and controls 
‘reasonably free from sand end dirt kicked up by the wind squalls. Mr. Fred 
Brown, a civi’. service emploxee at Clover Field, rendered the most loyal and 


valuable service in this connection. Tco much credit cannot be given Firs 

Lieutenant Dean Berren, Ac-Res., now on one vear active duty at Crissy Ficld, 

for his work in building and operating tne emergency radio equipment carried." 
---000--- 


VAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Chenges of Station: 
Major Ralph P. Cousins from Office Chief of Air Corps to the Philippines 
sailing about May 16th from New Yor. 
Captain Yarriscon W. Fliccinger from Middletown Air Denot to Hasbrouck 
Heights, N.J., for duty as Air Corps revresentative at Atlantic Aircraft Factory. 
Captain Frank W. Wright, uoon completion of course at Army Industrial Col- 
lege, to Philadelnhin,Pa., to ta’xse course of instruction at Quartermasters! 
School, comaiencins September 1, 1988. 
ist Lieut. John M. Mcculloch from Middletown Air Depot to Mitchel Field,N.Y, 
lst Lieut. Tard V. Foster, Kelly Field, to 8th Corps Aree Headquarters for 
duty as Control Officers Southwestern Airwrs. 
lst Lieut. Jemes D. Givens to Merch Field, Selif., instead of Lengley Field, 
Va., upon completion of foreizn service Ne 
lst Lieut. Cuerles H. Dowmen, Kelly Field, to Merch Field, Calif. 
lst Lievts. wWm.C. Goldsborough, re J. Williams end end Lieut. Wilfrid 
E. Harey from Kelly Field to Merch Field. 
lst Lieut. Floyd 4. Lunde-1 from Advenced Flyin ng -S chool, Kelly Field, to 
Bolling Field, D.°. 
» Captain Ralph BE. Wooten from Office, Chief o 
Texas, effective June bath, 
Major Henry C. Pratt from Office, Chief of Air Corps to Mitchel Fiel4d,N.Y., 
effective June 1. 





f wir Corps to Fort Crockett, 


end Lieut. Archibalc Y. Smith fror Chanute Field to Scott Field. 
Ist Lirut. Willis R.. Tayler from Crissy Field to Ft. Sem Houston, Texas. 
lst Licut. Eiwin PB. Bobzien, upon completion of tour of foreign service, 


to Crissy Field, Orliz. 
end Lieut. Wilfrec J. Peul, Crissy Field, to the Philippines, sailing about 
farch c9th. 


Orders re. lst Lieut. Donald F. Fritch, Brooks Fieid, to Philipnines,revok ¢ 


lst Licut. Neal Creighton, Scott Field, to Walter Reed General Hospitel for 
observation and treatment. , 

lst Lieut. Clyce A. Funtg, Kelly Field, to Ydawaiian Department, sailing on 
or about June 9th. . 

end Lieut. Reginald R. Gillespie, Langley Field, to Hawaiian Department, 
sailing about June GOth. 

lst Lieut. Foward G. Davidson, Scott Field, to Philipnines, sailing about 
May 16th. 

end Lieut. Arthur L. Bump, Jr., Fort Crockett, Texas, to Philinpines,. 
sailing about June 8th. , 
- 105 - V-5769,A.C 





oe | 





fr mation to Air Lorne, and to Brooke Field, Texes, for primary flying training: 
oom lst Lieut. Wm.i. scaae, Inteatry. 
end Lieut. Theodore Kalakuka, Cavalry. 





— 2nd Lieuts. Harold H. Hunt and Ronald I. Pride, Field Artillery. 
wou Relieved from Detail in the Air Corns: 
. hich Pe Bits “ se le Aaa aes 


Rains and Lieut. James 7. Smyly,Jr., to Infantry, 2nd Div.,¥t:Sam Youston. Texas. 
nog end Lieut. Charles Cavelli,Jr.,to Field Artillery, duty in Hawaiian Depot. 
r end Lieut. Matthew K. Deitchelman to Coast Artillery, Fort Monroe,Va. 
lst Lieut. Charles §. Ward, to 8th Engineers,Mtd., Fort Bliss, Texas. 
end Lieut. Marvin J. McXinney relieved from -duty Primary Flying School and 
attached for duty with end Division,- Fort Sam Youston, Texas. 





in Promotions: | 
wi Captain Howard J. Houghland to Major, rank from December 15, 1927. 
Captain Charles B. Oldficld to Major, rank from December 20, 1927. 
sites Captain William H. Crom to Major, rank from Bebruaryll, 1928. 
raclin end Lieut. Wallace E. Whitson to lst Lieut., rank from February 1, 1928. 
end Lieut. Russell J. Minty to lst Licut., rank from February 4, 1928. 
end Lieut. Will W. White to lst Lieut., rank from December 13, 1927. 
end Lieut. Clyde K. Rich to lst Lieut., rank from December 18, 1927. 
end Lieut. Paul W. Wolf to lst Licut., ran from December 29, 1927. 
tt end Licut. Lawrence C. Craigie to lst Lieut., rank from December 20,1927. 
end Lieut. Jumes F. J. Barly to lst Lieut., rank from February 14, 1928. 
Resimnation: end Licut. Lawrence Clifton Elliott. 
Transfer: end Licut. Marvin J. McKinney to Coast Artillery and duty with 62nd 
Coast Artillery, Fort Totten, N.Y. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Kelly Field, San Antmio, Texes, February 16th. 





Thirteen recently graduated Flying Cadets remained on cadet status at 
this station while awaiting the exnmination for commission in the Regular Army. 
The examination took place on February 27th, the cadets being discharged im- 
mediately thereafter. 

The flying instructées at this station enjoyed a short vacation during the 
month of February, due to the lack of student material on which to occupy their 
time. Work is scheduled to start agein wiien the n>*w class arrives about March 
3rd. The more ambitious of the instructors set about to accumulate enough sleep 
to carry them through the next four months. 

The Secretary of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, in delving through 
the old 1917 and 1918 flyirg records, discovered ‘many intere ting "Cadet Progress 
Cards" of pilots in the service. He has segregated them alphabetically and if 
any of the Air Corps pilots who were treined here at Kelly Field during the Var 
want to know how Whotl they were es students, the Secretary will be glad to let 
them sec their cards upon visiting Kelly Ficld. 

The Kelly Fiold aspicents fcr a trip to Langley Field next summer for the 
annual gunnery matches are busy every afternoon piling up scores on the machine 
gun targets. Lieut. E.E. Yartridge is high man at this time, with Lieut. L.S. 
Smith a close second. 

43rd Sqvedron Notes: The AT-4s are coming into use quite extensively for 
cross-country work. Some pilots prefer them to the larger and more cumbersome 
two-place planes. With the addition of the suxiliary "belly" tanks, these 
planes are suitable for aimost any ki.:d of cross-country trips. 

The following is a list of cross-countrzes in AT-¢s for the past week; 

Lieut. Prudhcmme to Lake tai “ii 

Lieut. Y.H. — to Temrle, Texas. 

Other cross mtry fligis were -- 


Lieut. B.S. vai on to ilew Orleans, La. Lieut. Thor mapson escorted the 
French oan Joseph LeBrix and Dieudonne Costes Pane Galveston, Texas, to New 


Orleans, La. 





Lieut. J.B. Burwell to Leke Charles, Lea 
Personnel: Private lst Cl. M.B. Hey returned from 90-day furlough. 
Private M.I. Smith reenlisted on the l6th. Privete E.A. Elrod is being dis- 


charged by rurcharce. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texes, February loth. 








Rear Adriral mrereen Ande, accompanied by Commanders Toshio Matsunaga and 
Kishichi Magoshi and Lieut -Corma ander Wataru Yamese, of the Inperial Japanese 
Navy, on a visit to various military activities in this section, paid a visit 
to this Devot on February lédth. 

Major Jaccb ©. Pictzel, Executive of the Office cf the Chief of the Materiel 
Division, afforded this Tepot the pleasure cf a visit and several helpful con- 
ferences on Depot matters, on Janvary 3$],t and February lst, on his return to 
Wright Field from a trin to the West Coest. 

Captain Vernon L. Burse, of Mitchel Field, recently on temporary duty at 
the Air Corps Advanced Fiying School, Kelly Field, was detailed for a short 
period of tcmnorary duty; at this Depot to study Denot work anc. oroblems. He 
joined us on February 7th. 

Lieut. Stenton T. Srith, of the Little Rock Air Depot, was a visitor at 
this depot, ferrying a Pl-/ from the Depot on Februcry 9th to the Fairfield air 
Denot via Dallas and Littis Rock. 

Lieut. Harry A. Halverson of this Devot has been quite ill since February 
9th, entering the Station Hosnital at Fort Sam Yovston on the 14th. 

Mr. Horace C. Rodgers, Inspector of the Headquarters of the Materiel Div- 
ision, Wright Field, arrived at this Denot Februnry 15th for temporary duty for 
the purpose of inspection of steel tubing in stock. 

A very successful event in civilian social circles at this Devot was the 
Valentine Party held by the Duncan Field Civilian Club on the night of February 
14th at the Duncan Field Recreational Hall. A great variety of enterteinmen* 
was arranged, suiting everyone's taste. A minstrel show was given end "went 
over big"; also tnere were many gemes of Bridge, bunco and five huncred, with 
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attractive prizes for the winners of cach. A "Valentine Post Office", of course 
was established, with a hcavy delivery of appropriate comic valentines for each 
guest. Dancing was also indulged in, with excellent music. Some 150 persons 
were present and enjoyed this occasion to the fullest extent. 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, February 14th. 





France Field chalkec wp another errand of mercy to its credit. On January 
17th a call was received from President Chiari to bring dow a Mr. Gratis, who 
was very sick at Las Lajas. -Lieut. Howard in a DH and Szt. Besoit in an accom- 
panying ship left Frence Field immeciatel;, lar‘ted at Las Lajas and proceeded 
to a Zone hcsnital to deliver the il] man. 

The month of aut was, indeed, a busy month on the air lines of Panama. 
On the 6th Licut. Gaffaey with Major Prescott an? Mejor Berry as passengers flew 
a Martin Sweet to inspect the building of a new landing field at Chame.: On the 
samc date Captain Connel and Lieut. Groneau in Maitin Bomvers, with Mr. Arias, 
Mr. Norton, Sat. Kelly and Corporal Wright as passengers, flew to Devid and 
rested a few deys at the mountain resort of Boquette. On January llth‘Licut. 
Larson ana Licut. Howard, in Mervin Bombers, flew to David with the Jurado 
brothers to p-epare for tie coming of Lindbergh end his party. Two dsys later 
Lieut. Davidson in a Martin, with Sct. Mecks, Sgt. Bracks and Corp. Hawkins as 
passengers, and Captain Herold in the Trensport with Sgts. Kelly and Raymond, 
ferried the s supplies to Tavid for the week's voutinzg ‘ 

On January 16th the first echelon of Colonel Lind bergh's following left 
France Field for David. This was composed of Licuts. Seisdeew: Merrick, LeBrou, 
Cumberpatch, 3 rearcy and King in PW-9e. The. next day Colonel Lindbergh, Capt. 
Simonin and Lieut. Dougiass in PY-9s and Lieut. McDonald and Major Prescott in 
a DH, arrived in —_— . Whey were joined by Colonel Fisher,.Lieuts: Gaffney 
and Williams on tie 16th. Licuts. Mertin and Beiley brcught e.Martin and the 

ransport uy on th e Dist to ferry back the passengers and unused groceries. The 
whole party ple on this dete. 

On the <ith cf January Colonel Lindbergh, Coionel Fisher, Capt. Skemp, 
Lieuts. Gaffney, McDonale and Douglass, in three Arphidians, flew to the Pearl 
Islands to enc a day's fishing. They returned the following day with no fish. 

Major Zenned,, from the O:fice of the Chief of the Air Corps, spent the ~ 
first two weeks of Februery as a guest at “ance Tield. He was here to confer 


and make recommenuntions as to. the buildin: of the new c.irdrome at Albrook Field, 
on the Pacific side of the Istlmus. No douwst as soon as he returns to Washing- 
ton, we will see ‘ated started at our new ficld. 


Lieut. and Mrs. Kellogg Sloane, formes members of the Sieiitiik ditwiibliels now 
stationed at Bolling eb spent e month's leave on the Isthmus. 

During the first weck in “ebruary we lost tree very valuable members of 
the Sixth Composite eects Liout. Frans leit France Field for Mitchel Field. 
Lieuts. Larson ana Gaffucy departed on the 7th for Sen Antonio. They carried 

th them the best wishes of the officers at Frence Fielc. 

Major Bock, Lieuts. Zane, Downey and Propsi returnec from their leaves in 
the States and seem satisfied to continue their Guties at France Field. It is 
very strange tnat four bacnelors re’urned sans femmes. 

'- The U.S.S. SARATOGA arrived in Panama on the 4th of February and departed 
on the 14th for the wecl coast. While the ship was in dock many interested 
visitors inspectec it, but none were more interested than the officers from 
France Field. Everyone wes very much interested in the work that is carried on 
and tne construction of the ship itself. Wnile in port the flying officers of 
the Saratoga used Albrook Field as a flying base. 

Lieut. E.D. Jones was unsuccessful in trying to sell the hunting breeches 
that Colonel Lindbergh burrowed from him on his trip up country. We understand 
that since =.D. has been unable to get his vrice from them he will send the 
aforementioned breeches to the Smithsonian Institute. 

The Boxing Championskins for the Panama Canal Department were held at 
Fort Davis, C.Z., on the evening of December 23, 1927. Contestants in each of 
the eight classes were seiected by a series of elimination bouts, held at varios 
posts of the Atlentic and Facific side of the Isthmus. 

The finals were evenly divided each side winning four of the gold medals, 
awarded by the Department. Of the four medals won by the Atlantic side team, 
two were awarded to men from France Field. Frivate Cole won the lightweight 
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chamoionship while Private Felix was cre. .*d king-of the welters- when he de- 
feated the highly rated Bobby Ray, of the Facific side team. Most of the in- 
terest centered upon the welterweight class, as Bobby Ray was touted to take 
anything his weight in the Army and had quite a bit of professional experienta 
prior to his arrival in this Department. But Felix, a clever boxer, outpointes 
his more experienced rival and was awarded the decision of the judges and the 
gold medal. Both Felix and Cole are members of the 24th Pursuit Squadron. 

In addition to the two gold medals, won in the finals, three bronze medals 
were awarded men from Frence Field in the elimination contests on the Atlantic 
side. Palangan of the 24th Pursuit Squsdron taking his bout in the 147 lb. clag 
wnile Hill of the 25th Bombardment Squadron came through in the lightweight clas, 
Felix fought through the eliminetion contests as a middleweight and had an eagy 
time in walking off with his bout. 

In the semi-finals two silver medals were won by the France Field Team. 
Hill, of the 25th Bombardment Squadron, due to injuries sustained in training, 
was eliminated, but his place was ably taken by Cole who defeated his opponent, 
thereby securing one of the silver medals and the honor to represent the Atlan- 
tic side in the finals. Felix also fought through the semi-finals as a middle- 
weight and was declared the winner without a dissenting vote. 

After the semi-finals Felix was trained down to fight in the welter class, 
as it was believed he was the only man who had a chance to take the Pacific 
reoresentative, Bobby Ray, in camp. The wisdom of this move was proven when 
Felix came through and defeated Rey, and sent the Pacific side rooters back 
home wiser, sadder and empty of vocket. 


Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., January 2lst. 





Scott Field will soon be recognized as the rival of St.Moritz and White 
Plains if present plans and anticipations materialize. The tornado of last 
Sentember which suddenly swooped down on Scott Field, after its terrific on- 
slaught on St.Louis, carried away with it the greater part of Hangar No. 4. 
Permission to remove the ruined structure was obtained late in December, and 
the idea was conceived of placing a curb arnund the cement floor and flonding 
it with water during the mext cold spell. On the strength of a prediction for 
plenty of cold weather, Santa Claus was persuaded to be generous with ice skates 
to the personnel and they wore:.siarpenéedscnd-dhined for a strenuous campaign. 
Quartermaster pillows, too, have, for some reason uninown become unusually 
popular. 

Orders were received by Captain Charles M. Savage, Lieuts. Orvil A. Ander- 
son and Lester M. Rouch, sending them to the Philippines for a two-year sojourn. 
As was spoken by a foremost soldier of ancient days, "The old order changeth, 
etc." So it is at Scott Field. Old faces are graduelly disappearing and new 
ones take their places. 

Preparations for the annual bombing competitions are under way and excel- 
lent results are being secured, Bombs are being dropped from T-type ships up- 
on the bombing range just east of the airship hangar. <A canvas 20 feet in diam 
eter is beginning to look like a piece of cheese cloth from the effects of the 
well placed bombs. Captain Kepner, a member of the winning team in last year's 
competition, has cherge of the preparations and is expected to pick the téams 
to represent Scott Field. 


Langley Field, Yampton, Va., March end, 





19th Airship Company: On February 2lst the Company held its annual organ- 
ization day celebration. The program began at noon with a special chicken <in- 
ner. At 1:30 P.M. the entire company assembled on the parade grounds, where ar 
athletic program was staged. Lieut. L.F. Young, the Commany E. & R. Officer, 
ably assisted by Lieut. R.R. Gillespie and Warrant Officer R.E. Lassiter, of- 
ficiated as field judges. 
; The first event was a tug of war between the hanger detail and the company 
detail, better known as the bull gang. The bull gang ion this event in an easy 
manner by sheer weight, main strength and awkwardness. The fifty yar sack rac 
was won by Corporal Benecick, while Private Spiatto devoured the pota‘o race. 
The next event was the fifty yard three-legged race, whith was captured by Cor- 
porals Hetrick and Kowaleski in easy fashion. These two men ran like one and 
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showed signs of much practice. The time wes 64 seconds. The final event on 

tue vrogrem for the afternoon was san indoor baseball geome played outside be- 
tween two selected teams from the company at large, the "Heliums" and "Eydrogens" 
The "Hydrogens" veing lighter and therefore much faster, managed to eke out a 
victory by the score of 18 to 14 in seven innings. In the evening, beginning 

at eight o'clock, the remainder of the program, consisting of boxing, wrestling, 
tumbling and 2 few novelties suggested by Lieut. Young, were staged in the com- 
pany recreation room. This was preceded by a reading of the company history 
with comments by Licut. A.I. Puryear, the Company Commander. The first event 
was a battle royal, and was won by Private Friend. The next fight, brought 
together Privates Hill and Nethkin for the "Helium" weight championship of the 
company. These men fought so courageously and bitterly that an extra round was 
ordered to determine the winner, but at the end of the extra round the fight was 
called a draw and both men were given a first orize. In the lisht weight divi- 
sion Private Yartsough outpointed Private Jennings by a shade, and Private 
Abrans hed the best of his argument with Private Rose in the heavy class. The 
last scheduled contest of the evening was a wrestling match between Privates 
Frank and Eckret. Each man was credited with a fall by the referee, Lieut. U.G. 
Ent. After the rcgular vrogram the company acrobats Privates Kelly, Frank and 
Russler, gave a demonstration of tunbling, which proved to be one of the best 
events on the card. There was also an egg rolling contest which was won by 
Corporal Kowaleski and the pie eating contest, in which Private Biggs was de- 
clared the winner. Throughout the program cigars, cigarettes, sandwitches and 
drinks were passed around. ; 

Captain Charies P. Clark, commanding the 19th Airship Company, was ordered 
to Edgewood, Maryland, Chemical Warfare School on temporary duty for the pur- 
pose of taking the Line and Staff Officers Course of instruction for approximate- 
ly ten weeks. Captain Clark left on February leth. lst Lieut. William J. Flood 
assumed command. 

On February 13th Captain E.S. Schofield, pilot, with Corporal L. Funter, 
recorder made a free balloon flight of twelve hours and forty-seven minutes, 
landing at Bacon Castle, Virginia. 

Lieut. William J. Flood wes ordered to the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, for the Special Observers course beginning March lst. Upon 
the departure of Lieut. Flood, lst Lieut. A.I. Puryeer assumed command of the 
organization. ; 

On February 17th, at about eight o'clock the airships TC-5-251 and TC-10- 
254 left Langley Field for Bolling Field in formation flight for the purpose of 
training officers who are stationed at Washington, D.C., and who are attached 
to this organization for flying duty. 

The 19th, Airship Company, representing Langley Field in the Virginia Soccer 
League, finished the season just closed in first place. The company team, play- 
ing against teams representing Newport News, Norfolk, and Ocean View, ran rough 
shod over all opponents in the latter part of the season. In the last game the 
team, playing against Ocean View, established a season's record score of 7 to 0. 

96th Bombardment Squadron: During the past week this organization had a 
total of 51 hours, 40 minutes aircraft time, consisting of 75 flights. Missions 
participated in during this period were bombing, cross-country, night flying 
and miscellaneous flights. 

On February 20th, this organization made a night raid on Byrd Field, Rich- 
mond, Virginia. The first plane left the ground at 6:00 P.M. and the remaining 
planes cleared at five minute intervals. The object of this was to launch a 
large number of individual attacks upen an objective during the hours of dark- 
ness. All of the attacks were simulated, but actual conditions were paralleled 
as closely as nossible. After reaching the objective and simulating the raid 
all planes returned to Langley Field, landing at fiwe minute intervals. 

Four planes of this organization with a crew of four officers and twelve 
enlisted men, made a cross-country flight to Middletown, Pa., on February 2lst. 
Each plane was loaded with one spare Liberty 12-A motor and, all with the ex- 
ception of one plane which to date has not clezred Middletown, Pa., returned 
to this station on the same date. 

Lieut. O.P. Hebert, of this organization and“three passengers returned 
from a cross-country flight from Mitchel Field, Long Island, New York, February 
l2th. En route to Mitchel Field Lieut. Hebert stopped over at Phillips Field, 
Aberdeen Proving Ground. 
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Six planes, on February 13th, particinated in a formation flight to. R Richmond, 
Va. (Byrd Field). The object of this flight was to maneuver from a small fi eld 


Rockwell Air Tepot, Coronsdo, Calif., February 17th. 





A little jaunt to San Francisco and back between breakfast and dinner is a 
merc trifle in the life of Lieut. B.R. Dallas, Rockwell Field flyer. He made the 
round trip in 7 hours and 19 minutes flying time, but spent a little more than 
two hours in the Bay City. His trip actually took him ten hours. Leaving here 
at 6:10 A.M., he reached San’ Frencisco at 10:19 A.M.; took off on the return 
trip at 12:51 P.M., and glided to the North Island Tield shortly after 4 o'clock, 
In his flight he averaged more than 100 miles an hour, as the distance he covered 
is in excess of 1000 miles. 

Brigacier-General Ralph E. Van Deman, 6th U.S. Infantry Brigade, and Staff, 
recently arrived for station at Fort Rosecrans. The military commands in the 
vicinity of San Diego, i.e., Rockwell Field, Fort Rosecrans and Camp L.J. Hearn, 
pooled their resources, and on February 16th save a reception at the Officers! 
Club at Rockwell Ficld, in honor of General and Mrs. Van Deman, the officers on 
General Van Deman's staff and tneir wives. The Club was attractively decorated 
With greens ana plants borrowed from the Naval Air Station. The U.S. Grant 


Hotel orchestra was hired for thc occasion. Increased ferry service was provide 
by the San Dicgo-Coronado terry Co., to enable visitors to return to San Diego 


Oo @ 


until 1:20 A.M. Aoproximately 500 1 people attended. The Commandant, llth Naval 
aaah Rear Admivel J.§. M@Kean and Bing sai Commanding Officers of Naval and 
Marine Corps units, ‘and representatives of other governmental activities attend. 
ed, as well as.representative nthe in Sen Diezro. This is the first function 


of its kind attempted at. RopaTe > Fieid, and was a marked success. 

Licut. F.J. Koenig, with Szt. Van Sickel, fron the office of the Air Office: 
9th Corps Area, arrived: at the Rockwell Air Depot in the interest of reserve 
activities on Feo. 16th and returned the following day. 

Tne following officers from March Fieid sacra tais Depot during the past 
15 days: Ceptains Eewards, Pcters, Bolan Tieuts. Pitts, Robinson, Kenney, 
Allison, Taylor, Plummer, Owens, hianesndic. maeh eae McCullough, Bassett 
and Harper. 

Major A.L. Sneed, Captain L.M. Field end Lieuts. 0.P. Gothlin, Jr.and R.M, 
Robbins made trips to March Ficld within ti.e last: 15- davs. 

On February 9th Major J.8. Youghton, with Captain b.E. Giffin, made a cross- 
country flight to Clover Field, intending to return the same day,. They were con- 
pelled to stay over until the next day, however, on acccunt of nigh winds, which 
at times reached a velocity of. 65 miles en hour. Pay: 

Lieut. Ray Clark, with pacsenecr, made a cross-country trip’ to the Western 
Air Express at Los Angéies, resurning same afternoon. 

Lieut. George A. Jones, Reserve, and Lieut. Dean Ferran, Reserve, arrived 
Feb: 13th from Crissy Field in a Douglas 0-2. The latier returned the following 
morning. Lieut. Jones was called to his hone in San Diego. on account of the 
death of his father. ; 

Lieut. W.R. Taylor, with Set. W.L. Klutz, arrived here Feb. 14th from the 
15th Photo Section, Crissy Fieid, for tre nuroose of taking aerial photographs 
of the Rockwell Air Depot, required by the Chief of Air Corps for historical 
record purposes. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, February 29th. 





On the evening of Feb. 13th, on the occasion of the visit of the British 
Cruiser CAIRO to Galvestor E.M. Consul, Mr. F-W..Paris, and Mrs. Paris, held 
a ball for the visiting officers at Hotel Galvez.,. which was lorgely attended by 
officers and ladies of Fort Crockett. 

On the following morning official calls were: aa by Captain Troupe 
of the CAIRO and Major Frank D. Lackland, Commanding Fort Crockett and the 
Third Attack Group. 

On February 15th, 150 enlisted men of the Roval Navy and the Royal Marines 
were antertained at a holiday dinner at the squadron messes by the 8th and 
SOth Attack Squadrons and the 60th Service Squadrons. . This was followed by 3 
soccer geme on the Fort Crockett parade ground between the British team from 
the cruiser and the Grd Attack Group team, in which the Pritishers took the 
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honors. In the evening the officers of the 3rd Attack troup received and en- 
tertained at a Military Stag Dinner: the Cavtain and officers of the CAIRO at the 
Air Corps Club, Fort Crockett. The evening, after dirner, wat spent lounging in 
the Club, during Which the seaztoing gentiensn and the Attack Group officers be- 
came thorougnly acquainted to the actompaniment of violin solos by Lieut. Earl C. 
Robbins, wit: Lieut. Reginald Hover at the piano, and Lieut. Ym.R. Sweeley with 
his inimitable exhibition of biccx magic. <A threc-piece Southern colored orches- 
tra throughout the evening accdeu to the entertainment and amusement of the gueste 
The bright spot of the evoninzg-occurred when the Executive Officer of the CAIRO , 
upon looking up at a decorated fif vy pounce bomb, suspended from the ceiling, ex- 
claimed, "I say, what would happen if one of these Aerial What-nots fell. in ofiets 
soup?" 

On the evening of February 17th, the Enlisted Personnel of Fort Crockett and 
the Attack Group gave a dance at the Crystal Palace Ballroom for the Sailors and 
Marines of the CAIRO, aires 500 couples attending. 

At the same time the officers and ladies of the Air Corps Club entertained 
at dancinz in honor of the British Naval Officers. About two hundred officers 
and ladies and. civilian guests were present. The ballroom of the Club was dec- 
orated with a corbination of United States and British flags and colors. 

In retaliation, the officers of the Cruiser gave several formal and in- 
formal teas and dances on board for officers and ladies of the post and for 
bachelor officers. These occasions were all marked with the extremely cordial 
courtesy of the British sailor zentlomar ale 

A daily, eC Bleven ‘A.M, "At Home" in the waerdroom of the CAIRO was. 
attended by Attack Croup officers, when duties allowed, resulting in many close 
and valued friendships being formed. : 

In spite of pressing invitations to lengthen the visit at Galveston, the 
CAIRO conciuded its stay at this port February eOQth, by sailing for New Orleans 
to keep to its schedvie on tne. "Coo@ Will Cruise", leaving behind many pleasant 
memories, coupled with the hope that she mav soon return to renew the happy 
acquaintances and friendships formed between the British Naval and Army Air 
Corps personnel while here. 

Operations: During this vcriod the Attack Group operations are beet ad con- 
centrated on formation flying and attack missions, coupled with usual cross 
country training flights which include various avigational problems such as 
time scales, various methods of course computation, etc. 

A new Magnetic Crientation Table was installed on the airdrome, constructed 
of concretc with wheel depressions, arranged for quick efficient operation in 
"swinging ship". 

On February e8th, fifteen student pilots in DHs visited the Attack Group 
Airdrome on a training flight. from Brooks Field. 
thletics: On February c9th, the monthly Athletic Field Meet of the Fort 
Crockett and Third Attack Group, was held on the Fort Crockett parade under the 
supervision of Lieut. Howard M. Turner, Athletic Officer, all members of the 
command attending. . 

Results of the meet were as follows: 

60th Service €quadron.. . 3 oe Pedate. 
Hdgr. Det. Third Attack Group Lig sae Ok 
90th attack Squadron ... ee " 
OSn . ACCMCK SGUBGFOR ko ee es ee BS, " 
SPSCiInE THOGPe oe ms we te Q a: 





18th Pursuit Group, Schofield Barracks, T.H., February 2nd. 





An airways flisht was made to the Island of Yawaii and return in the Fokker 
C-2 on January 30th. Captain Lowell 4H. Smith and Lieut. Griffith were the ort 


and the following pessengers were carried: Lieut.-Col. John E. Howard, Air of 


er, Hawaiian Devartment; Mejor Henry J.F. Miller, C.0., 18th Pursuit Group; vias 
A.W. Yan Valkenburg, President Honolulu Chapter,N.A.A.; Lieut. N.D. Frost, Ralio 
Operator; Lieut. Rivers, Photographic Officer, and Tech. Set. Schmidt, Mechanic. 
The flight was made for the purnose of photographing lending fields on the var- 
ious tislands of the Hawaiian Group. 

Ex-Senator Wadsworth, accompanied by Major General Fox Conner, our new- 


Department Commander, made an informal faepection-of Wheeler Field on January 


esrd, and both expressed themselves as well pleased. 
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Major-General William RB, Smith, until recently the Department Commander, de- 
parted for the mainland on January 25th Transport. The Group geve him a gooé 
send off with an Alcha Flight of twelve PW-9s, accompanied by the Trans-Pacifin 
Fokker. 

Friday, January 20th, being the first anniversary of the 18th Pursuit Group, 
all duties were suspended, and appropriate sports, arranged by Licut. Alkire, 
Group Athletic Officer, were indulged in. 

The first event of the day was a 15-mile relay race between the 6th and 19¢ 
Squadrons, the first mamed organization winning by a hair with the fast time of 
one hour and 20 minutes. Five officers and 55 enlisted men from each guadron 
took part in the event, each running a quarter mile. The race was replete with 
thrills, honors being about even during most of the gruelling grind, until the 
last lav, when the Sixth pushed into the lead, holding it to the tape. 

Odds were freely offered that Lieut. Griffith, who has not exactly lost any 
weight during his tour in the Paradise of the Pacific, would not be able to fin. 
ish the quarter mile; he fooled the wise ones, however, and stepped the distance 
in fast time. 

Next on the program was a fast volley ball game between the officers of the 
6th and 19th Squadrons, the latter outfit coming out on the long end of the scox 
after a hard fought contest. 

Private Evans of the 19th Squadron then challenged Staff Set. Catling of th 
6th Squadron to a mile and three-quarter run, Evans winning handily. 

The best event of the day was the chicken dinner served by the Sixth Squad- 
ron. Lieut. Weikert, the distinguished Mess Officer of this outfit, outdid 
himself. 

In the afternoon a baseball game was played, Wheeler Field against the Luke 
Field veterans, Island champioris for the last two years. We will vnass over the 
sad event lightly -- Wheeler Field being on the wrong end of an 8 to 1 score. 
The visitors showed a classy brand of baseball. 

On January 17th the Group participated in a Divisional Review with a fif- 
teen ship PW-9 formation, with the Fokker Transport in the lead. 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, February 28th. 





The class graduating from the Primary Flying School on March 3rd, consist- 
ing of four regular officers, seven reserve officers, two National Guard offi- 
cers, two foreign (Peruvian) officers, 29 Cadets and one non-commissioned offi- 
cer, were guests at a graduating dance given in their honor by the officers and 
ladies of Brooks Field on the evening of February 2lst. Many other guests from 
Fort Sam Youston and Kelly Field were also present, and a delightful party was 
enjoyed by all. 

Lieut. Signa A. Gilkey piloted the DT-1 transport to Marfa, Texas, for the 
purpose of ferrying to this station Colonel C.§. Babcock, Cavalry, and his staf! 
consisting of Lieuts. B.W. Justice, C.K. Darling and W.L, Fisher, all of the 
Cavalry. 

Major C.B. Oldfield, Lieuts. Ramsey and Bryte, of this station, flew cross- 
country February 18th to New Orleans, La., and while there witnessed the annual 
Madri Gras. 

Lieut. Howard Engler flew to Oklahoma City February 18th, while Lieut. 
Glenn also piloted Licut. J.J. Williams, of Selfridge Field, to the same 
destinetion. 

All student officers of the graduating class at Brooks Field were schedule: 
to fly to Houston on March Srd to be present at the opening of the new Municipe! 


Airport at that place. 


Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1l,, February odrd. 





Despite adverse weather conditions, Lieut. McCune flew an O-2 from Wright 
Field, Ohio, on February 14th, with Major W.C. McChord as nassenger. They suc- 
cessfully completed their trip at about 1:00 P.M., when Lieut. McCune returned 
to Wright Field. 

On February 13th Lieut. Redman, flying a CO#4, with one passenger, made thi 
trip to Chanute from Dayton, Ohio, and returned the same day. Captain Tilling- 
hast made a short stay at this post, returning to Wright Field early on the 13t 
Capt. Duncen, Air Officer, 6th Corps Area, with headquarters at Chicago, 


flew to Chanute on Feb. 17th for the purnose of obtaining a parachute left here. 
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